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[See CAU 04/24/91, 04/26/91 for previous coverage of earthquake and aftermath.] April 25: As of
Thursday, the death toll in Panama's Bocas del Toro department was 32. In addition, 559 persons
were injured, and 17,300 left homeless. Officials reported that public hospitals, airports, port
facilities, roads, bridges and railway tracks in Changuinola and Isla Colon were destroyed in the
quake. In Changuinola alone, 11 residents were reported dead, 250 injured and thousands lost their
homes. Hundreds of homes in Islas Bocas del Toro were flooded with water, mud and debris when
the earthquake ruptured aqueducts. April 26: Thousands of Panamanians who reside near the Costa
Rican border lack potable water, food and medicine. Panamanian officials said relief efforts were
hampered by the lack of access to roads destroyed by the earthquake. The Mexican government
delivered a third aid package to Costa Rica which included 43 metric tons of medical and other
supplies. Earthquake victims formed long lines in front of food dispensaries in the Costa Rican port
city of Limon. The local media carried reports of looting and price gouging on basic foodstuffs such
as bread and milk. Officials said landslides may have caused contamination of water supplies in
Costa Rica's Talamanca region, home to 12,000 indigenous persons. Landslides cut off access to
eight villages of 3,000 members of the Bribri and Cabecar tribes. Costa Rican Ambassador to Mexico
Alvaro Aguilar Peralta issued a call for foreign aid. He said that Mexico contributed 140 MT of food
and medical supplies on April 24. A fire broke out in Guabito, Bocas del Toro, on the Sixoaloa River
which serves as a border between Panama and Costa Rica. According to local radio station RPC,
nine businesses were destroyed, with damages estimated at $1 million. The Panamanian National
Civil Protection System reported that about 200 Costa Ricans crossed the Sixoaloa River in canoes
and looted shops in Guabito, Panama. April 27: Nearly 1,000 tremors measured at plus-3 on the
Richter scale had been reported since April 22. The Costa Rican death toll rose to 60, and 10,000 to
15,000 were reported homeless. Costa Rican Treasury Minister Thelmo Vargas estimated that the
quake would cost the nation $600 million. Vargas said that a total of $31 million is to be immediately
disbursed for rebuilding bridges and highways, and for repairs to railways and port facilities.
The minister told reporters that he would request revision of the International Monetary Fund
contingency agreement concluded earlier in the month. Agreement terms specify sizable public
spending cutbacks, and reduction of the fiscal deficit from 5% to 0.5% of GDP. Costa Rican officials
said a $60 million World Bank loan would be used for reconstruction, particularly in the port city
of Limon. Police in Puerto Limon reported the arrest of at least nine people charged with looting.
International Red Cross spokespersons told reporters that 30,000 tons of food, medicine and clothing
for Costa Rican earthquake victims had been delivered by the Venezuelan government. The Roman
Catholic bishop of Limon issued an urgent request for the government to furnish temporary shelter
for hundreds of injured persons being treated in the streets. Hospitals and clinics were destroyed
in the earthquake. Panamanians crossing into Costa Rican territory in search of food and assistance
were turned away. April 29: Panamanian deputy health minister Carlos Abadia estimated material
damages at over $75 million. [Basic data from several reports by ACAN-EFE, 04/29/91; AP, 04/26/91,
04/27/91; AFP, 04/26/91, 04/27/91; Prensa Latina (Cuba), Notimex, 04/26/91]
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